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ADVICE to the Freebolders of 
_ Greas Britain. 
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PREFACE 


HIS Preface, to my Hiſtory 
of the Septennial Parliament, 
is principally deſig A for the 
L of Engla . 2 

I er what 

anmunicated „2 Pablick, tbere wil [4 

þ ver) little Occaſion for much 10 be ſaid; 

ts biaſs Them in the Choice of proper Ne- 

meſentatives, 4t the pg ElefHi- 
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I think that they ought, in Juſtice 
Themſelves, to be very cautions 271 ny | 
lect i many of our late Repreſent atives 1 

bave them well confider of their 

Bebevioar, before they venture to Bhaſethen 

aim : They heve already done Miſchief 
ſefficiens, aud more than their Children, 
or even their Grand-Childrex, will ever fre 
Remedied. 


Bat as ſeveral Members of the 14 
Parliament were made by the worſ 
Means; by Double and Falſe Return, | 
by Bribery, end | Thing elſe tha | 
could promiſe and foretell Miſeries 1 
the Sabjett, what could we expett bat 
extraordinary and unprecedented Proceedings 
from Them. | 


If in the preſent Eleftion, the lik 
Meaſures ſhould be taken, our fatun 
Parliament, inflead of Retrieving i 
late Miſcondutts, will andoabtedly com 
pleas the Rain their Brethres wot an 
„ bat made ſuch « Progreſs is: 
I muit therefore warn all our Freebolder 
of this ja as and ende 


vour to rouze . from 4 Ne b 


neren. 
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Aubert) ac well as themſelves. 


| 3 
and Sapinencſs which may be otherwiſe fatal 
' ts | to theſe Kingdoms. 


tention of Selling them; and that, by 
weans of Bribery and Corruption, they 
may Sell their lateſs Poſterity ( and many 


This ſbould be well Weigh'd and Conſp- 
der'd : And further, if they accept of Bribes, 
thro the Neceſſity of the Times, this will, 
in 4 very (bort ſpace, encreaſe their Neeſ- 
ſties, becauſe the Times will inevitably grow 
worſe, by the Management of Corrapt Mem- 
bers; and none but Corrapt Members will 
offer them Bribes. And if Elections ave 
peblickly Bought in à certain Alley, may 
not our Liberties be as publickly Sold in 
s more Noted Place? 


A great 2 I Men, will endia - 
vour 10 ſqueeze themſelves into Boroaghs, 
in the preſent Election, to be thereby 


"4 ; skreen 
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VI | 1 
Skreen'd from the ja Reſentment of au Tn. * 
jar a ＋ J bope our Electors will þ, © 
apo their Guard againſt theſe who 
2 1. — * "4 
to publick Juſtice to oppoſe T hem, and 
4 J. li to 11 tb to ſpew Them out 
with Contempt and R 


Oar Electors are in the Reverſe Con” 
dition to the Wife of Lot : They have the 
laſt Neceſſity of looking back, at the ſame 
Time they look —— and They maf 
wor, like Watermen, Look one way and 
Row anotber ; if They do, They will nat, 
like thew, eſcape the Rocks and Dangers 
ix their Paſſage. 


They maſt be Steady and Tndefatige: 
»  g- of what alone can makt 
ws 4 Happy People ; in the purſuit of 
Honey and Integrity, They meſs net 
be tempted by the Golden Apple ; wr 
miſled, to Inflaence T the In- 
trigaes of 3. eſpouſe thew oh 
till their Eleftios is ſure. 9 89 
I fbill wind up all with this ſhort Ad 
vice to 2 and other 
AS Eladũ ara. 
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Let net ſach Members be Cho- 
ſen, for the fature Parliament, who arc 
72 of being Penfiowers to « Court, or 
are capable of being bribed into Si- 
luce. Let none that advanced the Septen- 
dial Law, beve your Votes and Intereits; 
the Miſchiefs from hence are but too ap- 
ent. Thoſe worthy Gentlemen who bad 
6 Pa. 
, are by all Means ts be excluded: 

So are likewiſe our South Sea Scheme- 
Mew, and the Setters up of Bubbles ; The 
Rejeffers of Good Laws, and the Exaiters 
of Bad ones. Let mot thole be Elefted, 
who are the Skreeners of Villains, and Plan- 
derers of the Pablick. ' 


Chaſe ſach for your Repreſematives, 
eis are fit to Repreſent you, ſach as 
ae Jeff, Honeſt, and Uncorrapted ; 
ſuch as baue Eftates and Poſſeſſions 
you, = to be Loft; ſach 
«4 will attend the Bafne(s the King- 
. dow, b all G 1 ſach 4 
Repeal the Bad Laws the laſt Par- 
enacted, and enat# the Good ones 


RejeFed. 


T, 


es will you acquit your ſelves like 
Engliſhmen ; fike Lovers of joar W 


vm | 

and of Tourſelves; and ſecure to Polhy. 
rity thoſe Bleſſings, that will make your 
Names and Memories venerable to fim 
Ages. 5 1 
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E Publiſhed, 


I. POplicols*s Supplement to Cato's let 
ter, concerning Popularuy. nh 

I. CONSIDERATIONS ca 
cerning Oaths. | Ch 

III. A Project for Scotland, in 

a humble Addreſs to the Peers. 
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PA RLIAMENT: 


HISTORY 


Of the Septennial 


7 wary, | 
it has a Tendeney either to 
Good or Evil, it 1s no more 
than what is common for 
ſome bold and faithful 
_ Hiſtorian to tranſmit it 

to Poſterity. 

That we have, in our Times, had great 
and extraordinary Events, none will be fo 
bold as to deny: We bave ſeen, and that fatal- 
ly too, that every Thing may be in Danger 
nder the plauſible Appearance of doing Good; 
that Men of all Ranks and have, with - 
ot Diſtind on, Plunder'd one another; that 
the Widow and the * have bern totally 

B 223 


- 


our Miſeries) that Honout and Honeſty, ia 
Parts of the Globe, have nothing remaining ha 
their very Names; and that even common 
manity is baniſh'd this Kingdom. 

I do not wholly attcibute this D 
human Nature to the powerſul Influence of the 
Parliament of Britain ; but as Examples are in 
all Caſes forcible, and incite Imitation, I can 
not excuſe our late Repreſentatives; many of 
whom, have been juſtly proſecuted for unpre- 
cedented Crimes, ſome been impriſon'd, fome 


accus'd of Bribery, aud many of 
and if they have nut met =. 88 
that has been their Due, it has not been ew 
to the lanocence of themſelves, or ot their] 
ges and Companions. 

A general Corruption ſpread its baleſul Quz- 
lities throughout the whole Body; they fported 
at the Calamities of the Perſons they. Repreſen- 
ted; they relieved their Fellow Subzeds, by 
taking farther from them; and, with ſom other 
Perſons, they endeavour'd to diſpoſe of the le- 
mainder of their Properties; as it, to take away 
a Half or two Thirds of our Fortunes, were not 
evcugh, w thout ſtripping us of All. 

So much Miſchief has been done in one 
ſatal Year, that a Hiſtory oh that alone would 
furniſh à Volume; ſo black a Catalegue of 

Crimes, I am confident, never appear d againlt 
any Set of Men, as fore lately in Power; 

and tho? the Sovrb-Sea Directors were the ape 
re! t à tors in this national Tragedy, yet others 

were coircern'd with them. We have had 
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epravity of 
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any 
other, 1 r — 0 of any Im- 
portance to Publick, (as this was 
of the greateſt ) was wholly without one fingle 
Proviſo, or conditional Clauſe ; as was the Caſe 
of this Law. There was grantei every where 
Power to cheat and defraud, and no where any 
Guard provided againſt it; as tho' in the Affairs 
of Money, and o the Caſh of a Kingdom, where 
there is the greateſt Temptation to be Rogues, 
all were to be ſuppoſed to be honeſt Men, and 
not ſo much as one to be ſuſpected. 
If this Statute was drawn up by the Sowrb-Sea 
Directors, or any Council employ d by them, 
and the Members of Parliament were actually 
bad'd into it (by the Acceptance of Stock, or 
| n 1 * 
1 no or ogreat 28 not 
deſerve: And if, ſpeaking more favourably, 
they were drawn into it, either by Surpriſe, or 
want of confidering it, or through their own 
lenorance, they are even then juſtly to be blam d; 
for the is the ſame, whether a Man, 
or a of Men, be robb'd of 
ather by the Deſign or Negligence of the Agents 
concern'd. 


We read of an Inſanum Porliemmntus, in the 
Reign of K. Her. 3d : But what Title will be 


bates + Parliament, beyond its 
3 2 * 


8 Man in the Kingdom {not let into the Se- 
cret ) bat has been a Sufferer by them; and 


who hare only Petition'd for their owy, 
have been rejected with Scorn and Indignati 
It was never queſtioo'd, till in the late Ti 
that an injur'd and epprefed Subject had = Rick 
in a peaceable Manner to Petition for Relief, at 
-Jeaſt to thaſe who were only Servants to the N. 
blick: But alas! this has been diſputed ; and 
our Servants, whom we inveſted with Power to 
take Care of our Rights, Liberties. and Proper- 
ties, have been the greateſt Invaders of them; 
and inſtead of advancing, bave prevented our 
Redreſs; which I think is apparent in the Caſe 
of the ſubſcribing Annuitants. H 
Indeed, in the Upper-Houſe of Parliament, 
we have had Patriots, who have exerted them- 
ſelves for the Publick Welfare, to their immor- 
tal Honour : A noble Peer, who lately adorn'd 
the higheſt Station in our Courts of Judicatere, 
has ſhewn his Eloquence like a Cicero, the be 
had not Cicers's Succeſs; but we have not now 
a Roman Ape, or a Roman People, to expect . 
He early Proteſted ( jain'd by many others, 
the true Protectors of our Liberties ) 2 
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ur all bis Endeavours, and arduoys 
t or annul, | 


it is more to the Honour of this Noble Lord, 
nd his gloricus Aſſociates, that they have made 
this Stand againſt the ing of ſome Laws, 
than to de the Makers of all the Laws ſome Par- 
laments have paſs'd and particularly the late 
ome, tho it has been of Duration than 


a5 Parliament figce that of the Rump, to which, 
ts Proceedings, in many Inſtances, may be very 
uſtly com par d. 
But when | give my ſelf a Liberty of ſpeak- 
ing of the Septennial Parliament, | would not be 
thought to mean every Member of it. There 
rere ſeveral very honeſt well-meaning Gentle- 
nen in it, (and ſome I could particurly mention) 
who would not, on au Terms, be the Authors 
of Miſeries to their Fellow Subjects; but theſe 
rere but fe in Number, and (what has been 
the greateſt Excuſe to them) there always ap- 
pear'd a great Majority againſt them. 
Yet ſo much have our Parliaments in gene- 
al in this Age degenerated from their ancient 
Conſtitution, that as formerly they were com- 
d of all Men of Honour, Honeſty, and In- 
teprity and Patriots for their Country's Service, 
ve have Iitelyj ſeen a Member of the Hoole 
*#Commons, convicted at a Bar of Ju lice, of 
the higheſt and blackeſt Frauds; one ſuppoſed 
bbe a Confederate with Highwaymen and Pick- 
Pckets ; ſi om whence one might imagine, that 
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Id not have 
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 lintle or no Notice; like a beauteous 


| great have been the Artifices oſed to make 
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pilry and che Promoters of them ! 
de ſay, when Bribery is ſo common, as 
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Whore, who by Cuſtom becomes 
ad the Object of Eſteem in a vicious Age. Whe-- 
ther this be a proper Aeon I ſabmit to tie 
Deblers in Elections, who Buy their Seats in the 
Pali. ment-Houſe, in order to fell their Coun- 
ty, and Stockjob Boroughs in Exchange Alley, 
vith no other Views than-to ſecure to the Pui - 


| uſers, a National Plunder, or Places of Profic 


{ the Publick Coſt. # | 
As to what bas happen'd for ſome Years paff, 


Grroptioan Univerſal ; one Member of Par- 
ent has endeavour'd to corrupt another, 
b juſtify his own Conduct; as if by Nam- 
rs of Guilty, Innocence were preſerv d: One 
ks laogh'd at another who has been lefs in 
de une than bimſelf, and at all Times given 
* Help in Hand to pluoge him into Circum- 
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tor the Publick Benefit, and what they have done 
with more Private Views; what they bare de- 
fign'd in Favour of Liberty, and what they hare 
done againſt it; what they have tranſadted to 
Favour Religion, and in what they have check'd 
it ; and laſtly, what has been enacted with the 
Wiſdom of Senators, and what has been done 
thro' Ignorance or Error. 

Soon after the Acceſſion of King Gene in 
the Crown, a new Parliament was call'd, and 
ia the firſt Year of his Reign a great maj 
Scatutes were enacted - The firſt Act was is 
the better Support of his Majeſty's Hooſhold; 
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( 18 ) 
couraging thoſe as ſhail be guilty of 
Practices; tor enabling bis Majeſty to 
Revenne ot 50,000 | per Annum, (to 
out of the Revecvues f the Pat Office and the 
Duties of Excite ) on her Royal Highneſs the | 
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prevent 

 Seamen and chers, and to preferve Naval 
Stores; to impower his Majeſty to ſecure and 
detain Perſons ſaſpefied to be conſpiring + 
int hie Government, to indemnify ſuch Per- 
who acted in Defence of his Majeſty's Per- 
fon and Govenment, and for the Preſervation 
of the Peace, in the Time of the Rebellion, 
from Snits and Proſecutions ; to appoint Com- 
miſhoners for Enquirivg into the Eſt tes of 
Traitors, and Popith Recuſants, and for railing 
Money out of them for the Uſe of the Publick, 

Co 

But the moſt extraordinary Laws that were 
made during, this Seſſion of Parliament, wer, 
the Statute for Repealing ſa much of the 44 
of the 12 & 13 of King #lliam, entituled, As 
AR for the further Limitation of the Crown 
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prerogative, which oblig'd the King to a 
conſtant Reſidence us, is taken off; fo 
that bis Majeſty may at his Pleaſure, at any Time 
go into his Foreign Dominions, or into any o- 
ther Coantry, withoat any Account to, or Leave 
of his Parliament ; which in general Opinion bas 
rery much contributed to the [mpoveriſhment of 
the Cities of London and ef miner, and doubt- 
leſs had a different Effect as to fume other Towns 
Cities Abrosd. By the Sccond of theſe Sta- 
mes, Perſons guilty of Treaſon, and who were 
in Arms in the Rebellion, were to be tried for 
the lame before tuch Commiſſioners, and in ſuch 
County as his Majeſty ſhould appoint; whereas 
betore this Law, the Offenders were to be tried 
in the County where the Fact was committed, by 
Jurors of the fame County, who were ſuppos'd 
tbe the beſt Judges of the Fact comitted, it 
bring within their Knowledge: And by the 
aſt of the Laws 1 have mention d, the Riotors 
nere executed in Salisbury Court, as guilty of Fe- 
bay, who, before this Law would have been on- 
Y puniſh'd with Fine and Impriſonment. 
How far theſe Statutes, with the A& for 
ing the Time of Contiauance of Par- 
C _ liaments 
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Houſes, Piracies and Rodberies on the Seas, 
glaries and 


Rapes, - Perjury, * 
alarly, as to Perſons, Robert 


Elqs, and all ſuch Per- 
Impeach'd in Parliament, be- 
fore the 6th cf May, 1717, whoſe Impeach- 
ments remain'd undetermined. 
The Exception in reſpect to Perſons in ſub- 
| ſequent Statutes I think bas been omitted; 
nor by what has happen d fince, is it thought 
Reflection on them, that they were ever 
inſerted in any Exception: The Acquital of 
the Earl of Oxford, after impeach'd by Parlis- 
ment, 
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fſion, to enable his Majeſty to be Govern- 
nor of the South-Ses Company: The Statute 
matted, that his Majeſty is and ſhall be 
of being and continning Governor of the South- 
ts Company for ſach Time or Times as are pre- 
{crib'd by the Charter granted to the ſaid Com- 
pany for the Continuance of any Governor there- 

o: And his Majeſty is exempted from the 
Oaths neceſſary to qualify a Subj : & to be Gover · 
nor of the ſaid Company; and all other un- 
k6 it be relating to his Majeſty's Share of the 
Capital Scock. Thus was his Majeſty quali- 
V to be at the Head of a Set of Men, who have 
plunder'd the Publick. 

The other Acts of this Seſſion, were for Pu- 
nhiag Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the bet- 
ter Payment of the Army and their Quarters: 
for veſting the Forfeited Eſtates in Great Britain 
ud Feland in Truſtees, to be fold for the Uſe 
« the Publick : For impowering the Commiſſio- 
den appointed to put in Execution the Act of the 
hand 1oth Years of Queen Ame, for building 
tity New Chorches in and about the Cities of 
laue and Weſtminffer, to direct the Pariſh- 
| Church of St. Giles's in the Fields, in the County 
I Middleſex, to be re- built, inſtead of one of the 
. — : ; Log the 

preventing Robbery, Burglary, and other 
felonies, and tor the more effeQual Tranſporta- 
iin of Felogs. 


The 
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That little Villains muſ ſubmit to Fate, 

That Great Ones may exjoy the World in State. 
The Statute for 
Rare Particular Notice, 
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f nd bebe the Pb of 
Hand or Whipping, ( excepe P 
vifed for Receiving or Sele Geeks '+ 
by them to be Stolen) it u be lawful for the 
whom they were corvicted, or any Court 
held ot Same Place with like 4utbority, 
of oxime joe? Wonders 46 be rout in the 
„ to order that they Hall be ſent to ſons 
s Plantations in America for Seven 
whom tboy were con- 
+ Court beld at the ſam 
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of frog 


where any Perſons | Bell by coiled — 
ray fences, for which Death by Low ought ty 
Fed, and bis Majeſty ſhall extend bis Royal 
As fork —— CC 
tation, to any Part of of America; on ſuch 
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rates of as. Nall 9 ſuch Offender: 
the Benefit of @ P argon, fin of mad 
to er der the like Tranſportation to any Perſon, who 
will contrast for the Performance, and to his dig, 
any ſuch Offenders, for the Term of Founeen 
ers, if the Condition of Tranſportation he g 
ral, or elſe for ſuch other Term as ll 2 


Part of t Conditi.n, if any cular Time i 
limited by bis Majeſty : r 


s Order 
or their Av, Hall, by Virtue ſueb 2 
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0 Pri The firſt of a publick Nature, was 
for granting of one Shillings in 
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Cav to be 
rid by Way ſue- 
teeded with an Pro- 
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pointed to examine, ſtate, and determine the 
| Debts due to the Army, and to examine and ſtate 
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The Law for recovering the Credit of our 
fiery, was a well defign'd Law ; but Why 
did not our Parliament examine into this ſoon- 
«=? When a Trade is wholly loſt, it is then —4 
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at the ſame Place, with like An . ſhell 


ich Power to Convey, 2 me over ſuch 
8. * 4 Per- 
% — 
a 
hey I 
=, | be Statute 3 4W.&M. 
n Red or Fallow Deer, 
— therein, —_— cm of the ”, 

y entruſted with : 
* 72 orfeit 50 l. for red Dae fo Aid, to be 
7 of ys Diftreſ: : And for Want of ny + 


k impriſon'd for 3 Tears, without "Bail or Mais- 
pize, and be ſet on the two Hours, on ſome 
Mar ket- Day, in the Town next the Place where the 
(fence was committed. 

By theſe Clauſes, in this Law, we may ſee how 
careful our Repreſentatives have been as to the 
preſerving of Beaſts Fare Nature, originally in 
common to Mankind, and which all had a Pro- 
perty in. I do not "queſtion the Authority of 
dur Senate in making of Laws; but thoſe Things 
wherein the People had in original Right, they 
will think hard to be taken from them, without 

parting with that Right in a Manner agreeable 

to the general Diſpolition of Property. : 

So careful, | ſay, have our Members of Par- 
lament ſh:wn themſelves in a Caſe of Diver> 
hon only, and a diſputed Property ; They 
bwe made Tranſportation, Fines, and Im- 
priſonment, the Puniſhment of Offences in 
the injury of Beaſts, ( nay, ſome have gone 
further, by propoſing it to be Felony to kill 
wy Sort of Game) when they have entirely 

E neglected 
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the higheſt Coneern of the Nation, 
Concern relating to the Lives, the Fortunes, and 
eſtabliſh'd Property of Human Species, and their 
Fellow · Subjects, who, choſe them for their Re. 
preſentatives. 

This will found but illy to Poſterity ; aud 
to ſhew that this bleſſed Parliament delighted 
in Trifles attended with Miſchiefs, as well as in 
Matters of Moment that were f | ſhall here 
inſert a Part of thhe Statute made | 
* 259 ot the wo ny E is a 

tat no W aggon travellm Flire 
bave the Wheels bound with 24 Nr 
. Breadth than two Inches and a Half, when worn, on 
Pain of forfeiting all the 1 4 above three in Num- 
ber, with all the Gers, If any Perſon ſhall 
binder, cy attempt — wich Force or otberwiſe, 
the Seizing, Diff raining, or c ing away of an 
Seizure or Diſtreſs, for the Forfeiture aforeſaid.orſhal 
reſcue the ſame, or uſe any Violence to tbe Perſons 
concern d iz making ſuch „ every ſuch Perſon, 


on Oath thereof a by one or more Witneſſes before . 


aue of Peace, ſhall be ſent to the common Goal, 


Goods and Chattels, by Warrant from the Fuſftice of 
Prace before whom convicted. 

ny Virtue of this Law, all our W 
in England, who travell'd for Hire, were in- 
mediately obliged to fur niſn themſelves with 
new Waggons, to avoid the Penalties, and car- 
ry on their Buſineſs : They were forced to part 
with their old Waggons, experienced to be 
good, and perfectly uſeful, for any Thing they 

could get; and to take vp with new wane 


there to emain for three Months, without Bail, and 
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that were conſiderably worſe for their Service, ._ 


a the deareſt Prizes; And at the ſame Time, 
limited to the ſame Number of Horſes as be- 
fore, tho adding to the Breadth of the Wheels 

wakes a very great Difference on this Account; 

id all this was done to ſatisfy the Revenge of a 

Member, who had the woful Misfortune of pitch- 
ing his Head into a Mire, in a Road which was 

never known to be good. 

It is by this Statute our Waggoners, and in- 
und Traders, who have ance upon them 
for the Carriage of their Goods, have been li- 
ile td great Hardſhips and Expences, without 


ely pertition'd our wiſe 
GE into Conſidera· 


of the Peerage- Bil, brought 

for limiting the Num- 
to fit in that Houſe. This Subject 
Converſations, for a conliderable 
made fo great a Noiſe in Town, 
the Pamphlets, that were writ- 
it: The Court was for this 
eafily underſtand, for it was parting 
| ive; the Lords 
join'd wich the Court, as it 
eſerving the Dignity of 
Commons vigorouſly op- 
Themſelves all 


af Redreſs, tho” they lat 
Lzo-makers to take their 
non. 


is Bill, bo were of neither Houſe 
E 2 of 


— 


_ 


— 


- A206. 3 
of Parliament, becauſe they apprehended ill Con. 
ices from the Encreaſe of the Number of 
our Peers: ( above fixty Promotions to the Peer. 
age baving been already made in this Reign) By 
that noble Body's growing too Great, the | on. 
mons of Eng who ought to be the Prece. 
Qors of our Liberties, may be in Danger of Jo. 
fing their Rights and Privileges, and other In- 
conveniencies may enſue, which at the Time of 
this Bill was foreſeen ; tho' tis likely the Court 
had another Reaſon for their advancing a Law 
of this Nature, not ſafe to be mention'd whey 
we have a Succeſſor to the Crown now amongſt vs. 

The Hiſtory of the particular Debates 08 
this Bill, is too long to be inſerted in this 
Treatiſe ; | ſhall therefore omit it, and proceed 
to that Annal of our Septennial Parliament, which 
will ſound dreadful to Poſterity the fatal Year 


1720. 

"The Fifth Seſſion of the Septennial Par 
began with a Land Tax of three Shillings in 
the Pound; an Ad for continuing the Duties 
A Statute 
An AQ 
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chequer, towards diſcharging the Principal 
latereſt of ſuch National Debts and 
ces, as were incurr'd before the 25th of 
ks 1716, the Sam of Four Millions One Hand: 
and Fifty Thouſand Pounds and apwards ; and 
io four Years and a Hals Purchaſe on the 
Terms of Annuities that ſhould be taken in by 


To enable the Company 


upon their 


grant Annuities ä dy the 
to raiſe Money by any other Methods they ſhould 


on the Credit of their Capital . 
Rates of Intereſt for any Time not leſs 
Moaths, as they ſhould think proper, 
de to the SatisfaQtion of the Lenders, 
They were empower'd to take in by Subſcrip. 
tion all or any of the Annyities, for long 
ſhort Terms of Years, ( formerly granted 
Money lent to the Crown) as the vnly Means 
of paying thoſe Debts and 
brances. | 


This is a Part of this Law, enatted by the | 
Septennial Parliament : Let us now 2 
lietle into the Uſe that was made of it. This 
AR wes no ſooner pad into a Law, but the 
South-Sea Stok conſiderably advancd ; in a few 
Weeks Time it roſe from 100, to 200 and 300 
ger. Cent, Price, This drew 2 vaſt 
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zately ſet on Foot ipti 
The firſt they took in low, I think at 300 per 
Cent. and find ing it tull ſooner than they ex- 
they ſet others on Foot, till they 
ame to Ic00 per Cent. for 100 Pound Stock; 
and fuch was the Madneſs of the People that 
they ventur'd in all the Subſcriptions;but it was 
in a great Meaſure owing to the Management 
o the Directors, who gave it out to be a Favour, 
that they permitted any to be Subſcribers but 
their Friends, 2, d fill d up what was wanting 
vith fiitious Names. | 
d the Stock 


to almoſt Ten Times its Value, but likewiſe 
ew in the Subſcribers of Government Annu- 
tes; which the Directors alſo at firſt made a 
Favour to the m. that happy was the Man (in the 

inion ) who could firſt Subſcribe to 


vere drawn unto it; for we had Stateſmen, 
higes and Eiſhops, who were taken with the 


kit, as well as Tinke:rs, Coblers, and old Wo- 
But 

Steck 
and 


began to conſider what they had 
the great Dif! ion between 
real Value and the Prices they had gives, 
then reflected on their Conduct, and were 
fond of Selling out, (eſpecially the Fo- 
here in great Numbers ; than ever 


IE 


: 


a 


Fall of the Sea Stoc 


- 


” The 


ſerving this Succeſs, imme- 


. which occaſioned the 
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when - the Sobſcoiders and Bay- - 
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But when our ament met, what did it 
zo for the Publick Benefit, and to retrieve Mit- 
conduct? Why true ly they made ſeveral Votes 
and r and ny A * > 
he appointed, to ire into Proceedings, wh: 
vere ſucceeded with ſome Laws for reſtorin 
Publick Credit: But all was too late; the Mi 
thiet was already done, and could not be un- 
done ; inſtead of raifing the Stock, they brought 
it to 100, And the Sourb-Sea Dividends of 30 
md vo per Cent. which had been formerly de- 
* were now ſunk in their Books to 10, 8, 
7. 
The Subſcribers for Stock at 1000 and 5co, 
were not now able to go on with their <ub- 
kriptions; they were releaſed by the Parlia- 
ment; the Sourb-Sea Company had remitted 
them a great Part of their Debt to the Govern- 
nent, on Condition of allowing additional 
Rock to Proprietors : But be Subſcribers of 
ment Annuities were obliged to the 
Terms ot 200, when the Stock would not yield 
ioo. and prevented by a Law from aſſerting their 
155 at Law in conteſting their Subſcciptions, 
ch being agreed to on the Side of the Direct- 
m only, and got of the Proprietors, as the Sta- 
tate directed, were in all legal Conſtruction no 
dabſer pr ions at all. but a notorious Fraud and 
-—-vay of the Directors, and thoſe employ'd 
em. * 
Inftead of paying the publick Debts, the 
Body in 
Debt, and Ruin upon all Men but themſelres: 
toy, they did not ſtick to plunder their dear - 
tiene Relations, to raiſe their own 
Forturesz 


ws a* .” 
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Fortunes; and thoſe who were not let into 


Secret, were one Day in a Coach, and the — 
in a Priton, but the latter they were ſure d; 
Strange were the Reverſesoi Fortune in av 
few Weeks; we ſaw the loweſt and moſt —4 
ward Mechar ks furrounded with Equipages 
and in the Palaces of Noblemen; and our au 
ent Gentry deſtitute of Habitations, and reduc 
to the extremeſt Po a | 
*9-id t and Self Violences were now become 
ſ . cou mon, that we ſeldom had a Week with 
out many Oc curences of News of this Kind, be 
ſides great Numbers who ſubmitted to they 
Fate, by pi ing away with Grief, Penury and 
Want. This has been the Cafe of many of the 
Annuitants. as to whom the publick Faith by 
been more broken by the Seprennial Parhament, 
than in any other extraordinary Tranſadiat 
they have been gvilty of: The Avnuiteny 
could not expect that in an Affair of lending 
their Money to the Government, and for which 
our former Parliaments had engaged, that they 
ſheuld b- tied down by a Law to their Rm 
and Ic ſtruction. * 
But as whic | have mention'd is not ſufficient 
to diſplay the whole Scene of Villainy of tte 
forth fea Directors, and others concerned will 
them. and the A and Proceedingad 


cur Parliament concerning the ſame, I ſhall h 
inſert the Reſolutiors and Orders of the Houle 
of Lords and Commens, made and paſe d. rl 
ting to the Scurb-cea Managers, and the du 
ful Puniſhment that enſued thereupon. 
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ſolutions of the Lords and Commons, relating 


| Toe Lords Reſolutions. 

Tan 13. 1720. Aſter Accompts were or- 
der d to be given, and a Committee to be 
pointed by the Commons, the Lords firſt Re- 
ed, T bat the Din ectots in making Loans on 
their Stock and © Subſcriptions, were guilty of a 
esch of Truſt, and ought to make good the 
Loſſes which the Company has ſuſtain'd thereby 
out of their private Litstes, 

Jan, 16, —— Order d a Bill to incapacitate 
the Sub and Deputy-Governor, and Directors of 
the South-Sea Compay, from being Directors in 
wy of the three Corporations of the Bank, la- 
, and Soutb-Sea, 


Jas, 27, — = Reſolv'd, That the taking in 
ſock without a valuable Conſideration, for any 
ferſon in the Adminiſtration, during the Time 
that the Bill of rhe South-Sea Company was de- 
pending in Parliament, was a dangerous and no- 
torious Corruption, 


. Felruary 1. — Reſolv'd, That the Dire- 
ders of the Sourb-Sea Company having bought 
Sock for the Company, vader Pretence ot ſup- 
porting publick Credir, and at the ſame Time 
fave Orders to fell their own Stock, was a no- 
wrious Fraud, and Breach of Truſt, and are the 


Canſes of the Turn of Afﬀairs with reſpe& to pub- 
«ck Credit. 
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The Commons Reſolutions. 


December 29. 1720. Order'd the DireQtors of 
the Soutb-Sea Company to lay before the 
Houſe an Account of the Reaſons that ind 
them to take the 3d and 4th Subſcriptions m 
1000, and to declare the Dividends of 30 ad 
and 50 per Cent, | 
Fan, 4. —, Reſolv'd, That 2 Bill be bret 
in to prevent the Directors of the South Sea Can- 
peny going out of the Kingdom, or Diſpokagel, 
or Alienating, any part of their Eſtates ; «nd 
make it Felony to depart the Realm, Ge. 


Jan. 20, — Reſolv'd, That all Subſcripti 
of publick D-bts ſhall remain in the pech 
State, unleſs altei d for the Eaſe and Relief of 
_ Proprietors, or ſet aſide by due Con 

w. | f 

Feb, 13, —— Refolv'd not to reject t 
tition of the Sauth-Sea Company, praying whe 
reliev'd with reſpe& to the Seven Millions, of 
the Money the Seutb-Sea Company was wa 
the Government, | f 


Feb. 7 — Agreed to poſtpone the g 
ment of the Seven Millions. a Year loages 

Feb. 18. — Reſoly'd, That the Les u. 
Soutb-Sea Company may ſuſtain by the i® 
nies lent on Stock and Subſcriptions ( 
Two Millions) ſhall be made good aut of te 
Eſtates of the late Sub and Deputy-Gaer 
nors, and Directors of the ſaid C 


And that the taking io of Stock for any 


her 
de] 
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her of either Houſe, while the Sontd-Seg BU avas 


depending, was a dangerous Corruption. 


Feb. 21. —— Reſolv'd, That all thoſe Perſoas 
#ho had Stock taken in for chew, whilſt the 
duub. Sea Bill was depending, and paid no Mo- 
jey for it (about Seven hundred thouſand 
pounds worth) ought to Refound the Difference 
1 the Company. And ordered in a Bill. 


Feb. 25. — Reſolv'd, That the Deficiencies 
of the Payments on the 3d and 4th Sabſcription 
(amounting to above a Million) ought-to be 
nade good out of the Eſtates of the Directors 
ad referr'd to the Secret Committee to | 
a the Affair relating to m in wall 
the Soutb-Sca Bill was depending. . 


From all theſe Glorious Reſolutions, which 
diſcover the moſt ſecret and vileſt Frauds of Per 
ſas in Power, 28 well as in DireQtors of the 
dub Sea Compatiy, we had reaſon to 
great deal would b: done: That the 

427 
ſuch 


were to give in Reaſons for what 
that an adequate Puniſhment w 
on thoſe who bad been guilty wy 
Corruptions and Breaches of Truſt : 
bed accepted ofSreck while the — was 
depending, without paying any Money for the 
lame ; ; ber inflead of is, this mighty Noiſe va- 
nid in Smoak. 

"Tis true, Ads of Parliament were made to 
reftraig the eder of the Soutb-Seg Compa- 
ny from going out of the Kingdom; to - raiſe 
M:ney out of their Eſtates; aad to 2 


enge a 
— 
bad done ; 
be \inflifted 
* 
and w 


| 4s ) , 
them from holding an? Publick Places and Pre. 
ferments. And the Secret Committee, which 
was compos'd of ſome very honeſt Gentlemen, « 
the Lord Afoleſworth, Archibald Hutcheſon, 
Thomas Broderick, Eiq, Sir Joſ. Fehl, | 
Wortley Montague, Edwwd Jeffreys, Bl 
Dizey Windſor, Eſq, and ſ:veral others, by their 
diligent Enquiries, made a Diſcovery of vaſt 
Quantities ot Stock transferr'd to Perſons with. 
out any apparent Conſideration eſpecially of 
Fifty Thouſand Pounds to a Noble EI, ard 
conſiderable Sums to others in the Houſe of 


dies at Court Yet what did this end in, 
further the acquirting of one Gentleman, and 
the impriſoning of another? And if the 
L — was in any manner of Danger from 
vigarous a Proſecution, he was afterwards 
ter d by an Act of lademnity. by 
Clamour;” 


This was all that was done 

mal Parliament, after all this | 
therein, perhaps, they have ſhewa their 
dence, more than in many other Pr 

they beſt knew how far a Chaige of this 
might affect their « hole” Body. And as to the 
Directors Eſtates, they gave in [nveatoriesÞ 
very inferior to their real Fortunes, that 
whole amounted to little more than two 


lions; when many of. the Directors were Yea) 


well known to be fingly worth near a . 
of Money; And yet our Parliament was law 
| fied with them, and through a great deal f 

.- Chriſtian Compaſſion to theſe Agents of Iniq 
ty, their Fellow Labourere, allowed them abone 
Three hundred and fitry thouſand 9 


not to mention particularly the La 


\ 
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| Richard Horſey, Elqg ——<— 15,222 
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| (4 
/ fome of them their wuole Money) out of 


the Eſtimates they had given in. 
The Schedules of Eſtates and Allowances are 
gs follow. 


4 Inventory or Scbedule the 
ſatis of tbe Utredors of the daes as 
22 . given in, ty tb:mſelves, their _ 

3 


i ow . 

ie on, Foe, he. hs $ 239,596 © 
* Jehe, Elq, r 46.05 
Filliam Aſtell, Eſq; Director 44,051 
vir Lambert Blackwell, Bir — $3,529 
vir Fobn Blunt, Bar. ——— 183,349 
vic Robert ( Laplin, Bur. ——— 45.875 
Sir Villiam Chapman Kt. —— 29,161 
Robert Chefter, Eſq; 140,372 
Stephen Child, Eſq, —— —— $2,437 
Peter Delaporte, Elg, —— 17,51 
Francis Eyles, Eſq, —— — 34,329 
James Edmonſon. Eſq; —— 44,950 
Einard Gibbon, Eſq, — —— 105,043 
Jobn Gore, Eſq; — — 38,938 
vic William Hammond, Kt. —— 22,707 
Francis Hawes, Eſq; - 40,031 


Richard Holditch, El; —— 39,527 
— Ws Kt. and 3 226,278 | 
vir Jacob Facobſon, k. $0,928 
Sthur Ingram, Eq 12,100 
dr Jahn Lambert, Bat, — 17.814 


000 © 0000000000000000 © 
$000 0 0000000000000000 0 0 A 


William Tillard, Eiq, * 19,175 
Fobn Turner, Eſq (all Directors) 881 


 0000000©00000,,5 


Robert Surman, Deputy Caſhier 112,32! 
Joon Grigzby, Accomptant — 31,687 4 
2 Total 2,023,347 © 0 
,” 
Ibe Schedule of Allowances to be made the N. 
= of the South-Sea Company ous of their 
ates, | , 
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To Filiam Aftell, Eſq; Director 10,000 

Tc Sir Lambert Blackwell —— 145 000 
To Sir Joby Bluns ———— 5,000 
To Sir Alert Chaplin —— 10,000 
To Sir William an —— 10 000 
To Robert Chefter, Eſq, —— 10,000 
To Stephen Clild Eſq, — 10,000 
To Peter Delaporte Eq, — 10,900 
To Francis $, Eſq; — 20,000 
To Fames E on, Eſq; — 3,000 
To Edwart Gibbon, Eſq; — 10,009 

To Jobn Gore, Eſq, . 20,000 


co00000e000G000 © 
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«A 
fo Sir William Hammond 10,000 © © 
To Francis Hawes, Eſq; 5, co © & 
To Richard Horſey, | +», 10,000 ©-0 
To Richard Hollliteb. Eſq 5,000 © © 

(To Sir Tb:odore Fanſſen $0,000 O © 
To Sir Facob Jacobſon 11,000 © © 
To Arthur Ingram, Eſq, 12,000 © © 
To Sir Fobu Lambere 5,000 © © 
To Sir Harcourt Maſter 5,000 © © 
To Villi am Morley, Eſq; 1,800 © © 
To Ambroſe Page, Eſq, 10,000 © © 

. - $20,000 © © 

ad, Eſq, 10,000 © © 

To. Thomas Reynolds, Eſq; 14,000 2 © 
5,000 © © 

15,000 © © 

800-0 © 

5,000 Q © 

2,000 © © 
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Total 354.600 © © ' 


By theſe two Schedules, ( the firſt valuing 
Lb Sea Stock at 150 per Cent.) it zppears how 
paring our Directors were in giving in the real 
Eſtimates of their Eſtates ; and how truly indul- 
gent to them the Seproxnnial Parliament bave be- 
taved themſelves, at a Time it was expected, 
md that very juſtly, that the Sowrb-Sea Directors 
would have been Rewarded with Halters, and 
not have had Allowances fo confider:ble, as 
— I. to any one Man, for Ruining their 


ry. 
hat have ſaid, may ſerve 2s a ſhort Hilde y 
the Parliament's * relating to the 


South- 
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( 50 
South-Sea Scheme : | ſhall now take Notice of the 
— St atutes made — 9 — in this Seſſion of 
ar liament, particularly concerning the Bub 
Beſides the Statutes I have mention d, way 
lowing Laws were Enaded. An Act for making 
forth new Bills, not exceeding One 
Million, at a certain Intereſt, and tor lendingthe 
ſame to the Soutb-Sea2 Company, upon Security 
of repaying it into the Exchequer, tor Ules to 
which the Fund tor leſſening the Fublick Debs, 
call d the Sinkivg Fund, is applicable. An Act 
fer ſecuring Powers granted by Charters for AC. 
ſurance of Ships 
lief of Infolvent Debitors. And another for the 
build ing and repairing of Goals And Act 
tar making the Rivers, Idle, Dongl.s, K. 
Navigable. 
As to the firſt of theſe Laws, I do not admire 
that the Sourb-Sea Funds were calFd by the 
Names of tue Sinking Funds; I take it they have 
ſufficiently ſank our Pockets: The Statutes in 
favour of the Corporatio's of Afſurayees; were 
granted to raiſe 600,000 l. tor the Uſe of his 
Maj ſty, to diſcharge the Debts of has Civil G- 
verumert. The Act for Relief of Infolvent 
Debitors, was the firſt of the Kind that had been 
made in his Reign, (in other Reigns, Acts of 
G: ace were more frequent ) and ſubjeci ed the 
Debtors to unuſual Hardſhips : And the Statute 
tor building ot Goals, was an Act that was cot 
venient, when ous Goals would not contain the 
Number of Debitors liable to Commitment to 
our Priſons. | o a. 
The Statutes for the Rivers Idle and 
Douglas Navigable, were immediately conve: 
ted into Bubbles; for this being the Tex, 
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of Bubbles, wherein above one hundred of all 
Sort. were ſet up, encouraged by the Grand 
National Bubble, the South Sea, it a Man had 
bat a Houſe to build, an Elbow Chair, or a 
Table to make, he was for raiſing Money upon 
his Project before any Thing was done, and 
| where nothing was intended ta be done; and 
even Neceſſiry Houſes were a Bubble 

the reſt, tho but few of the Proprietors could 
live upon ihe Product, when tneir Money, 
which ſhould have bought them Proviſions,was 
diſtribuced to the Projectors. 

Mines of all Sorts were now the greateſt 
Bubbles ; all Perſons expected Silver and Gold, 
Braſs and Copper, tho' none could find it in_ 
any Situation, but in the Countenance of the 
| Cheats that ſet them on foot : Yet all of them 
ſucceeded a while,'till by the Clauſe in the Act 
for ſecuring to the Corporations tor Aſſurance of 
Merchandize certain Privileges, they were decla- 
red to be Cheats aud Publick Nufances; which 
at once cruſh'd and gave the Soath-Sea 
Company the greateſt Blow it had then recei- 
red, tho it was manifeſtly deſigned for its Ser- 
vice 


The Traders in Ex Alley having a 
greater Advantage in the ſmall Bubbles than 
in the National one, had y'd their Money 
in thoſe, and ne lected to deal in the South-Sea 
Kock: And this occaſioned the Clauſe I have 
referr'd to; for the S uth Sea Managers were 
tefolved to have the whole Game of Bubbles 
(fo exceeding profitable) to themſelves onl; : 
But the Conſequence did not anſwer their Ex- 
pectatioa : With 2238 ſunk the Stocks, 

2 


which 


152 ) 
which the Politic Managers could cever after. 
wards riſe : People began now to miſlnd 
every Thing, when the Uſe of Patents way 
denied; thoſe who acted in Bubbles erected 
on |'atents, thought they had the fame right 
to proceed, as thoſe that had the Sanction of 
an Act of Parliament: And it being denied, 
Publick Credit immediately dwindled, andfel} 
away to nothing; whereupon the General Cz. 
lamity ſoon enlved. | 

Thus much for the Bubbles, as to their Rife 
and Overthrow z which extended to Scotia 
and helend, as well as to Exgland: And the 
Kingdom of lreland is. very much obliged to 
the Seprennial Parliament for a Law of a dif- 
rent Kind from what I hive taken notice of 
In this Seſhon, a Statute was made for the be 
ter ſecuring the Dependency cf Ireland ug 
the Crown of Great Britain; wherein it is. 6 
nacted, That the Houſe of Lords of — 
have not, nor of Right ovght to have any |» 
iſdiction to Judge of, Affirm, or Ren 
adgment, Sentence or Decree, given, or 1 
in any Court within the ſaid Kinzdom ; ul 
that all Proceedings before the ſaid Houle of 
Lords, on any ſuch Judgment, Sentence ore 
cree ſhall be null and void to all Intents and 
Purpoſes. LE 

I preſume the Deſign of this Law was 
Agrandize one Houſe of Lords at the Expence 
of another; and tho" I am no Advocate one 
ther Side, I Jonbt not but the Lords of the King 
dom of Ireland, at the Time of paſſing ws 
S atute, thonght it an Infringement on that 

Rights and Privileges. | 4 
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( 53 ) 
in the 6th Seſſion of the Parliament; 
the Statute was made for —— the Dire- 
drs of the South Sea Company from leaving the 
for the Space of of one Year, that 
they might be upon the to receive the 
Doom that was * for them, the terrible 


been guiley of, ap moe Lands, wy and 
bing their utmoſt towards its DeſtruQtion : 
They were now obliged to Deliver, on Oath 
tefore one of the Barons of the Excbequer 
rencories of their Real and Perſonal 
ach as 1 have already inſerted to their 
The Clauſe for Allowances to the Directors 
ra now alſo paſs'd, being included in 
te for veſting their Eſtates in certain 


i 


The further Ads were; for a Land-Tax of 
3 a For continuing the Duties 
Malt, Mam, Ce. For puniſhing Motiny 
ad Deſertion: To State the Debts of the At- 
: To prohibit the Wear of Callicnes in this 


** 


Kingdom, out of US; = JE 


their Favourite Dreſs : To Reg 
men Taylors, who having 


Seuth-Sea Directors, were grown very 8 
An AQ to enable the Soutb-Ses Company to i» 
graft Part of their Capital Stock and Fund j 


E 
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4 


5 


Ee land 
India Company, bas been an Encouragement & 
the Directors, and others, to endeavour to forg 
80 lngraftment on thoſe 
any Act of Parliament, and withost the Cas 
ſent of the Proprietors of Stock. Mr. 
and ſome others, on a late Motion in the 
Sea Houſe, made extraordinary Speech 
ſhew how reaſonable it was for an Engii 
to part with his Eſtate without his 


E 
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2 
| 


2 


neſtion them, tho' the Endeavours © 
Q Ty 0 | 


dented. 

Acertain Courtier very much labour d for this 
bgraitment to be made, to leſſen the Power of 
the Soutb-Sea Company: He was for bringing 
the Captial Stock ot the thr: e great Companies, 
„ near an Fquelity as might be, that be might 
de more eaſily bring them into all his Schemes, 
«on their Refuſal, Ruin them at bis Pleaſure. 
'[ thus was torefeen ; ' which occaſion'd the Stand 
that was made, and diſappointed, for a Time, 
he great Expectations of he Perſon that pro- 
it. 
Statute relating to Reſtoring of Credit I 
already obſerv d, had a contrary Effect to 
Deſign and intention of it, for the Reaſons 

mentioned: It indeed gave an Addi ion 
Rack to Proprietors, and remitted great 
ans due from the Sowrh-Sea Company to the 
| Grernment ; ; but at the fame lime fonk the 
of the Stocks: And what was a little un- 
to make an Opportunity — 
w, the Seprennial Parliament was Pro- 
for a Week only, to create a new Seſ- 
that they might proceed to tie down the 
riding Annuitants, after they had voted, 
the Subſcriptions ſhould remain as they 
, unleſs ſet aſide by due Courſe of Law; 
they could not do without 2 new Seflion : 
t the Law, by this At of Parliament, was 
ed in its Coneſe, and the Annuitants 
to accept of Stock which did not amount 
babove a Third Fart in Value of their reſpe»- 
Debts and Annuities. 
But there is one good Clauſe in this Statute, 
ws to Conti ads, at this Time very nu- 
metous 
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1720, for | 

Swot of the South Sea - A Ep 4. 
pany; and that no Exe. ution (ball 
pou any Judgment obtain'd in any Action 
ys ach — watil the Bud » 7 next 
Parliament. 

"This 
vourable to a 


1835 4-0 


kay Ar at the Uſe of dh Las in wy 
Notice of the Puniſhment of the late Sonrh-Ses 
Directors, and others their Confederates. R 
EnaQts, That all His Majeſty's Subject of Great 
Britain, zbeir Heirs, 8c. (ball be Acquitted, Pa 
Jed, ad Diſcharged, ; Hom all Treaſons, Mi 
— 2 of Treaſous, Felvnies, &c. And all Vids, 
Routs, Offences, Treſpaſſer, Wrongs, Deceits, Mi 
demeanors. Ferfeitures and Fenaltics, which at 
not Excepred, done before the 24th of June 1721. 

Now, I don't know any Perſons that hal 
this Time been guilty of Treaſon or Felony, v 
require a Statute of this Kind, unleſs it 2 
the Direclors of the <outh-See Company, BE 
. Mewn ther the 

Act; pla k 

was made for no Uſe It all, or to Skreen four 
Perſons not call'd to Accoupt, from Crime of | 


another Nature, tho' equal in Conlequen® 
4b 


( 57 ) : 
As for the Quarentine AQ, it being a Statute 
that has made a very great Noiſe, more per- 
ops than any other Law that has been enacted 
within the Memory of Man, I ſhall here inſert 
an Abſtrat of ſuch Parts of the fame, as are 
moſtly neceſſary to be communicated to the Pub- 
lick ; and I hope the Length of it will not be 2 


This Statute enadts, That duriog the Infe- 

* Rjon, and in all future Times, when any Coun- 
* try or Place ſhall be infected with the Plague, 
* all Ships, Perſons, Goods and Merchandiſes, 
coming in ſuch Ships into any Port in Great 
\ Iritain or Ireland, from any Place fo In 
* or from any Place, the Inhabitants whereof are 
e thown to Trade with any Country actually 
* lafected, or from any Place from whence his 
F Majeſty, with the Advice of the Privy Coun- 
* cil, ſhall judge it probable that the Infection 
* may be brought, ſhall be obliged to make their 
* Guarentine in fuch Place, for fuch Time, and 
* in ſuch Manner, as by Proclamation ſhall be di- 
* rected and Notified : And "till fuch Ship, Per- 
* ſons, or Goods, ſhall be diſcharged from Qua- 
* rentine, no Perſon or Goods ſhall be brought 
* on Shoar, or be put on Board any other Ship, 
tin any Place within bis Majeſty's Domini 
And all fuch Ships, 
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* If at any Time hereafter, 
* Britain or Ireland, &c. hal 
" the ſame ſhall be made appear 
ing the Continuance 
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* 
* rentine, and Sheds and Tents to be erected, 
to continne for ſuch Time as His Majeſty 
" tall think proper i | 
de allowed 


* naſte Grou 
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( 60 ) 
© to be conveyed to ſome of thoſe Ships, Law 


* rets, or Tents, according to the Orders mate | 


* and notified. | 
* If any Perſons Infefted, or to per 
© form Quarentine, ſhall refuſe to repair, after 
* due Norice, to the Places appointed; or having 
* been placed there, ſhall attempt to eſcape, the 
* Watchmen may by any kind of Violence, com- 
* pel them to repair or to Return to ſoch Ship, 
* Lazaret, Oc. and ſuch Refuſing or Eſ-aping 
* ſhall be Felony. And if any Perſons, not In- 
* fefted, ſhall preſome to enter any Ship, or 1 
* ziret, whilſt any Perſon lafecte d, or under Qu 
* rentine, ſhall be therein, and ſhall return, u- 
© leſs by Licence, then the Watchmen may, by 
* any kind of Violence, compel them to repiir 
into ſuch Ship or L:zarer, there to contigze 
© and Quarentine; and ſuch Perſons 
returning, ſhall be guilty of Felony. 
* If any Place ſhall be infected, his Majefy 
* may cauſe Lines or Trenches to be caſt up+ 
©* bout ſuch Place, at a convenient Diſtance, to 
cut off the Commun cation between the Place 
infected, and the reſt of the Country ; ad 
* probibit all Perſons and Goods to be carried 
© over ſuch Lines, unleſs by Licence: Andi 
© any Perſcn within the Lines ſhall attempt © 
come out of the ſame, the Watchmen, &. 
© may by any kind of Violence, compel them is 
* return: And Perſons coming out of tle 
* Lines without Licence, ſhall be guilty of fe 
lony. 
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* And two Juſtices of the Peace, nex © 
* the Place where any Ship ſhall be perform 
* ing Quarentine, or wherein any InteQed 


* ful 
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, 61.) 

ſhall be ſituate, or Lines made, may order the 
Inhabitavts, about the ſame to keep ſufficient 
© Watches by Day and Night; who are not to 
it any Perſons or Goods to depart eat or 
© mer d from facd Line : And dane Bite 
' hitant refuſe to keep ſuch Watch, on Convic- 
| tion thereof he ſhall forfeit not exceeding 100 
© |, nor leſs than 10 I. at the Diſcretion of the 
' Juſtices, and ſhall be committed to Priſon tor 
two Months. 7 
lf any Officer of the Cuſtoms, or any other 
Officer, ſhall be guity of any wiltul Breach 
' of Traft, he ſhall forfeit bis Office, and be 
| Incapacitated, and alſo forfeit 200 J. And 
it any Officer appointed to ſee Quarentine 
perform d, or any Watchman, ſhall knowingly 
* ſofter any Perſon, Ship, or Goods to depart, 
| or to be convey d out of a Town or Place la- 
* fected, he be gvilty of Felony. 

* If it ſhall appear, that any Ship ſhall come 
* fom any Place infected, or be loaden wi 
any Cargo taken on Board at any 
fected, or from any Ship Infected; or 
* ſhall be any Perſons or Goods on Board 
ally Infected, his Majeſty by Order of 
eil. may order ſuch Ship, with the Goods, Sc. 


to be Burnt, for preventing the ſpreading 
the Infection. 


* All Goods, after Quarentine performed, 
* are tobe o and aired, in ſuch Place, 
and for ſuch Time, and in ſuch Manner as 
" ſhall be directed by his Majeſty s Order: 
And on Proof thereof by two Credible Wit- 
veſſes, before the Cuſtomer, or others ap- 
— ſuch Goods ſhall be forthwith diſ- 
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The Barbarity and | 
three Clanſes, are ſo very _— 


to receive an Armed Force. 
Country, but an Arbitrary — 


erccted, thoꝰ perhaps 
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( 63.) 
goſſibly have forniſh'd vs with Precedents for 
dem: And we may deve. with what Arti- 
ce the Statute is penn'd to make them godown. 
The Statute Enacts, that bis Majeſty may order 
Chips, or cauſe Lazarets to be provided fc en- 
rertaining Perſons infected and oblig'd to 3 
form Quarantine. Here the Word Ship, i por 
before the Word Lazaret, ( which is obi tv d 
throughout the whole At) to make us der- 
tand the Act only related to Quarantine at Sea; 
which the Generality of the People belier'd, 
vithout knowing or confidering rightly, the 
Meaning of the Word Lazarer, and Peſt-bouſe, 
u Land. 
Then the Words Tents, and Sheds, are i nſer- 
ted juſt before the ordering the opening an 3 air- 
ing of Goods ; as if only deſign'd for thoſe Pur- 
poſes, But when the Populace were alarm di with 
Reports of Deſigns, to build Barracks in & :veral 
Parts of the Kingdom, to receive Perſot 1s in- 
ed with the Plague, and the Plague had made 
is Approaches nearer to they then grew 
ery uneaſy and turbulent, and by their perpe- 
ml Clamour againſt the Contrivers of this 


*. had been preſented to both Lords » ad Com 
Done, which 2 one Houſe were rejecteo 
kf, by the other Houſe received w 


x 


ule Notice: tho' afterwards it — 
ade repeated Outcries of the Peo ple, when 


new EleQtion was Shar approachir ww, and 


theſ 
at 0 
dif 


ur conkderivg the excelleat Prote/ I, made b 


the Lord Cowper K & RejeQing | 
„and others, e 
Petition of the City of 1 | 10 
Whether our Parliament paſs'd this Law & 
ſignedly, or not ſo, is not material to enquine 
into: That ſome of them muſt deſign it, is 
eain;for certainly all ot them could not be ignoug 
of what they were doing: And if the Gene 
ty of our Repreſentatives, by their great Prae- 
tration, could not not diſcover the Deſiga of 
this Law, I think I may ſay, that the Menden 
of the Septenniah Parliament, have ſhewn them. 
| ſelves as remarkable for their Wiſdom as their 
Honeſty. 

Now l come to the Seventh and laſt Seflion of 
this Glorious Parliament. When the Parliancy 
was aſſembled, the firſt Thing they took int 
Conſideration, was the Charges of the Year, ad 
the Debts of the Nation, of which they order 
Eſtimates to be given in; particularly of the Ng 
vy Debt, and Debts due to the Army. Thy 
alſo order d Accounts to be laid before them « 
the Cyſtome, and other Revenues; and ſeem'6 
for ſome Time, to be pretty warm in cas 
Perſons to Account for Miſmanagements. 


The L---ds went into a Committee to car 
' 


having the Treaties with Spain laid 


them; but this was oppoſed, and on 
cartĩed 


Queſtion being put, it was 
They ally Refolv's, that an Addreis =o 
be preſented to his Majeſty, for ap 


Ain 


pal 
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how the Spaniſh Ships of War, taken in the En- 
in the Mediterranean, Con our eſpou- 
jag the Cauſe of the Emperor againſt Spam) had 
deen diſpoſed of: And the Addteis being pre- 
— by the Lords, the Papers were deliver'd 
tem, which not being ſatis factory, a Motion 
es made tor a Repreſentation to the King, bat 
i paſs'd in the Negative. 

By theſe Negative Proceedings in the Upper 
Houſe, it was caly do do ſeen that every Thing 
here went in 3 of the Court, or the Court 
rourites : And this manifeſted itſelf further, 
when the Lords rejected, by a very great Ma- 
writy, the Petition of the City againſt the Que- 
eatine Act. la the Lower Houſe of Parliament, 
there appeared the ſame kind of Spirit ; for the 
Commons had very great Debates before they 
would order in a Bill for the Repeal of this Sta- 
we: There were 75 Members againſt ir, when 
the Houſe was ſo thin as not to exceed the Num- 
ter of 90 on this great Occaſion, A-Liſt of 
tis Number of 75 and alf> ſeveral other Liſts 
dthis Nature, would be an acceptable Cariofity 
v the Poblick ; and there's no doubt but 
vill be publiſhed. 

Upon many this 


Seſſions, there were 
ry thig Houſes: Ant tho? fr Orders were 
made for a Call of the yet it was never 
ace call'd, E don't fee to what Purpoſe our 
Anders of Parliament are elected, if they. are 
m coaltantly to appear, and fit in the Houſe : 
lad it is — rightly confider'd, a ve- 
J great Breach of Truſt in them, not to be 
mt when any Thiag of Importance is 
$ in the Senate. 

1 But 
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But to proceed A the Buſineſs of the Parks. 
ment: They Reſolved, That Seven Thou 
Seamen ſhould be allew'd for the Service of the 
Year ; and to continue the Number of Forey 
of tte tormer Year, viz. Fourteen Thouſand 
three hundred Men; they made a Proviſion for 
paving them, and granted to his Majeſty Ou 
Million of Money to diſcharge the Debts of the 
Navy. They granted a Land Tax of 2 5. in the 
Pound, and no more; continutd the Duties un 
Malt, Cc. and made an Act to puniſh Mutiny 
and Defertion. „ 

They paſs'd a Law to enable his Majeſty to pro- 
hibit Commerce with any Kiagdom or Country, 
for the better Prevention of the Plagne being 
brought to us; at which Time, and not before, 
the Objectian was feund out to the Quaremine 
Act, in the manner | have mention d: 
likewiſe made a Statute againſt rhe Clandefſtine 
running of cuſtom'd Goods, and alſo to prevent 
the Plague; which has a Clauſe in it very dia- 
vantagious to our \*erchaats, A Bill was now 
paſs'd for the further Encouragement of the lm 
portation of Naval Stores; for taking off Dutin 
on Merchand z:, and anulling the Duties 9 
Soap and Candles; and for the better ſuppreſing 


Among 
to empower the South Sea Company to 
much of their Stock as. would enable 
_ Pay their Debts; tho? the Parliament rein! 
to comply with the Petition of the S 

Subſcribers, praying to be reliev'd 
bution of the Two Millions ( in 
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( 67 ) 
the Company) which they thought they bad 
reaſon to expect. | 

The Seprenmal Parliament alſo, in this Year, 
— an Ad tor altering the Form of the Qua- 

s Affirmation,which,l am intorm'd, exempts 
them from the Uſe ot the Word God, in their 
folemn Declarations: And this was carried in 
both Houſes, notwithſtanding the Clergy of 
the City ot London petition'd againſt it, a im- 

ous, and contrary to Religion; but our Mem- 

© ond the Athitance of theſe People in 
theic Elections, and thought it no great Diffi- 
culty to give them a Licence to have nothing 
u do with that great and awful Power, they 
had themſelves fo little Concern with. 

Next to this, in Complaiſance to the City, 
and to do what they could towards the Ruin 
of it, a Bill was brought into the Houle for 
building a Bridge over the Thames at Feftmin- 
ker: It ſeems the Arch——p's Horſes had re- 
ceived great Cold: in p iſſi ig the Lambeth Ferry, 
and to prevent this Miſchief, Thouſands of 
Feople were to be ruined at the other End of 
the Town; but on hearing the Council for the 
City, and on the very great Clamour made a- 
gainſt it, this Bill was dropt. | 

Ahout this Time alſo a Bill was ordered, to 
Prohibit the Practice of building Ships for Fo - 
rei2ners ; tis obſervable that this was don: 
ater a Fleet of Ships of 60 and Jo Guns each, 
lad been built tor France, under the Notion of 
Miſiippi Merchant-men, tho' every one kne v 
by the manner of Building them, that th:y 
vere otherwiſe deſigned, and that they mig1t 
me Day meet us to diſpute the Empire ot the 
tea But this, it had all along been _ 

2 my” 


68 ) 
niv'd at, fo now 1 only conſidered in the 


Houſe of Lords, without ever being examined 
into by the H uſe of Commons, to the belt u 
my Remembrince. 5 
The Sill tor better ſecuring the Freedom d 
Elections, was now br'-ught into the Houſe of 
Commons, on a Motion made by Mr. Arcs 
bald Hutcheſon , and it pretty eaſily paſs d this 
. Houſe; tho' 'twas generally apprehended, that 
It was owing to a good Underſtandi-g with 
the Houſe ot Lord-, and to an Aſſirance that 
there it would be rejected, as it was on its ſe- 
cond Reading: Tue Lords adjudged it i 
compatible with their Privileges, and therefore 
threw it out; but to the Honour of fomed 
our Peers be it remembred, the tejecting this 
Law was oppo“ d, for Proteſts were entered 
_ againſt it, by many noble Lords, tho* Debates 
arifing upon them, the Proteſts that were made 
were ordered to be expunged. | 
As this Bill which propos d the ſecuring i 
us what is myſt valuable to a Free People, the 
Freedom of our Elections, has many excellent 
Clauſes in it tending to the Suppreſſion of Bri- 
bery, from whence is our greateſt Danger; 
ſhall inſert it at large, whereby the Reader 
may the better judge of its Uſe it u had 
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ve for the 


Commons in Par 


OR better ſecuring the Freedom of E- 
lections of Men bers, to ſerve for the 
' Commons in Parliament, and fur ther regu- 
ting ſuch Elections, and for more effectual 
' preventing corrupt and irregular Practices 
and Proceedings, in electing and returning 
uch Members; be it enacted by the King's 
' moſt excellent Majeſty, and with the Ad- 
rice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
i Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent 
i Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority 
4 ew ſame, that the Meſlenger attending 

great Seal, or other Officer, or Perſon, 
= Shall be appointed, employed, or in- 


' hver, or 


' liver'd to the — or other proper Offi- 
cer, to whom the Execution thereof doth 


belong, and to no other Perſon whatſoever, 


' vithin the reſpective T mes following. ( that 
is to ſay-) to ſuch Sheriff or Officer, whoſe 


* of 


then Place of Abode ſhall be within 30 Miles : 


ſſenger, Officer, or Perſon i 
to ſuch Sheriff, or other 
Officer, whole then Place of Abode ſhall he 
© above 30 Miles diſtant from Felimin'ter j and 
* within 60 Milles thereof, within two Days next 
© afterthe Delivery as aforeſaid ; aud all fac 
* Writs ſhall be fo delivered in like | 
* of Time, for any greater Diſtance than & 
Miles from Weſtminſter : And that every Me, 
© ſenger, or Ve: ſon having or carrying any ſuch 
* Writ or Writs, ſhall not delay the ſame, by 
© ſhall be obliged to travel immediately tb 
« with with all Expedition, after the rate of 
Miles every Day at the leaſt, after the Receipt 
© thereof, until the Delivery ot the ſame to the 
t Sheriff, or other proper Officer aforeſaid u 
any Perſon wilſully offending in the Premiſe, 
* ſhell, for every ſuch Offence, forfeit the i 
* of 100 l. of lawful Money of Great Brita u 
© be recovered and applied in the manner hae 
© after mentioned. ON 
* And be it further enacted, by the Aut 
© aforeſaid, that the Meſſenger, or Peri, 
* carrying ſuch Writ or Writs, ſhall, upon 1. 
© Delivery thereof to the Sheriff, or proper 
« ficer aforeſaid, take a Receipt or Receipiwkt 
the ſame, which Receipt or Receipts the i 
« riff, or proper Officer, is hereby required Þ 
* give gratis, expreſſing the particular Dad 
© the Receipt of ſuch Writ or Writs, 1 
* ſame Receipts ſhall be delivered by ſack u 
* ſenger, into the Office of the Clerk of the 
* there to be filed and Kept. 4 
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And be it further enacted, by the Authori- 
i ty aforeſaid, that all Bonds, Contracts, or A- 
+ preements, given or made to any Sheriff, or 
© other Returning Officer, to indemnikie, or fave 
* harmleſs ſuch Sheriff or Returning Officer, 
© for making a Return of any Member to ſerve 
in Parliament, or to pay to ſuch Sheriff or Re- 
| turning Officer, any Sum or Sams of Money, 
* by way of Gratuity or Reward, for making 
* ſuch Return, or otherwiſe in reſpect thereof, 
e hereby declared to be null ard void. 

© And de it farther enacted, that every Per- 
© on giving or making, and every Sheriff or Re- 
| turning Officer accepting or taking ſuch Bond 
' or Agreement, ſhall reſpective ly, for every 
' ch Offence, forteit the Sum of One thouſand 
i Pounds, to be recovered and applied in manner 
i herein after mentioned, and ſhall from thence+ 
| forth be uncapable of holding or executing 
' any Office or Employment of Profit or Truſt 
| nnder the Crown, or of being elected to ſerve 
in the Houſe of Commons for any County or 


place whatſoever. 


* And be it further enaQted by the Autho- 


— * rity aforeſaid, That upon every future Ele» 
a the} tion of ady Member or Members to ſerve 

0 
whe tor or Perſon baving, or claiming to have, a 
e fir Right 
e ſection, ſhall, 


* for the Commoas in Parliament, every Elec» 


to vote, or to be polled, at fuchE- 
before he is admitted to poll 


ed r the ſame Election, ( if required by any of 
I |. the Candidates or JElectors preſent ) take the 


| (oHo . 2 
EIS: 


* 
- 


one of the People 
ſolemn Aftr- 
* mation 


* 1 h 
mation appointed for Quakers ) that is to ay, 


1, A R. do ſmear ( or affirm) that | bow 
not received, or bad, by my ſelf or ay 
other Perſon whatſoever, diredtiy w 
mdireFly, any Sum or Sums of of Money, 
Office, Piace, Employment, Gift, o 1 


Reward whatſorver. in ode too 
my V ute at this EleGion. | 


Which Oath, or Affirmation, the Officer er 
* Officers preſiding or taking the Poll at ſuch E- 
* tection is, and are hereby impowered and me 
© quired (upon ſuch Requeſt) ro adminiſter je. 
© tis, upon pain to for'eit for every Neglect, o 
© Refuſal ſo to do, the Sam of Forty Pounds of 
© lawful Money of Great Britain. | 

© And be it further enacted by the Authority 
© aforeſaid, That if any Perſon taking the Ou 
© or Affi mation herein before mention d, f 
ehe guilty of wilful and corrupt Per jury, er 
© falſe affirming, and be thereof convicted, bt 
© and they for every ſach Offence, ſh3ll incur ad 
© ſuffer the Pains and Penalties which are by Lav 
©* enacted or inflicted in Caſes of wilful and cor 

* rupt Perjury; and from and after ſuch Con- 
« viction, ſhall be incapable of Voting in any &- 
* lection of any Member or Members to fere 
* for the Commons in Parliament. 

* And be it further enacted by the Anthorky 
That if after the 25th Day of A 
* 1722, any Perſon or Perſons, who by Vi 
tue of his or their Office or Employ * 
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© ices or Employments, ſhall have the Power 
+ of iſſuing, or directing the iſſuing, of any 
* publick Money or Monies belonging to the 
Crown, ſhall order, give, iſſue, or promiſe 


to be concerted, in the ordering, giving, if- 
+ ſwing, or promiſing any Sum or Sums of 
Money belonging to the Crown or the Pub- 
Ick, to any Perſon or Perſons, in order to 
influence the Election or Return of any Mem- 
(her, or Members to ſerve for the Commons in 
+ Parliament, or the Vote or Votes of any Ele · 
i or or Electors in ſuch Election, every ſuch Of- 
i ficer, knowing the ſame to be iffued for ſuch 
| corrupt Pnrpoſes, being thereof lawfully con- 
i vided, ſhall forteit the Sum of 1000 I. of 
'awful Money of Great Britain, to be reco- 
vered and applied as herein after is directed, 
and IA. 14 Conviction, in- 
i capable of having, ing, enjoying, or ex- 
'ecutiuWany Office, Employment, or Place 
i Truſt or Profit under the Crown, or of ha- 
| ving or receiving any Benefit or Profit ari- 
' fog by, or from any ſuch Office, Place, or 
Employment, or of having any Allowance 
* of Penfion from the Crown whatſoever; and 
| ſhall be alſo diſabled to fit or vote as a Mem- 
der of the Houſe of Commons. 

* -And be it further enacted by the Autho- 
' rity aforeſaid, That from and after the 25th 
* of March 1722, every Perſon who ſhall be 
 F elected a Member of the Honſe of Commons, 
| I for that part of Great Britain called England, 

* the Dominion of ales, and Town of Ber- 

* wick upon Tweed, or returned as ſuch (ex- 

cept the eldeſt Sons of Peers, or of Perſons 

-Palified to ſerve — Knights of W 
*t 
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© the Members retured to ſerve for the two. 
, niverſities in that part of Great Britain ci 


led England, ſhall be incapable to vote or fs 


in the {aid Houſe during any Debate there, 
atter their Speaker is choſen,until ſuch Mem- 
ber Mall have given into the Clerk of th 
Houſe of Commons, a Paper ſigned by bim 
ſelt. containing a Recital or Particular d 
the Lande, Tenements, and Hefeditamem, 
whereby he makes aut his Qualification 
., quired by an AQ paſled in the gth Year d 
the Reign of ber late Majeſty Queen Amr, 
Iatiled, An Ad for ſecuring the Freedom of 
Parliaments, by the ſwther qualifying the Mew 
bers to fit in the Houſe of Commons) and d 
ſuch Lands, Tenements, and Hereditament, 
whereof the Party bath not been in Poſſe 
ſion and in actual Perception of the Profits 
for one Year, to his own Uſe, before the 
Elcction: He ſhall alſo inſert in#the ſane 
Paper, from what Perſon, and by win 
Conveyance or Act in Law, he claims and 
derives the lame; ard alſo the Conſider 
tion, if any paid, and the Names and Placa 
of Abode of the Witneſſes to fuch Con 
reyances and Payment, and until hefhal 
have alſo taken the following Oath, uz. 

, A. B. Do ſwear that I truly and Bona F. 
* Ce, bave an | ſtate in Law or Equity, to or fn 
* my own Uſe or Benefit, of, or in Lands, Tow 
" mens, or Hercditaments (over and above what 
* will ſatisfit and clear all Incumbrances that 
* affect the ſame of the annual Value of 6001. 
* Reprizes, wbich do qualifie me to be clefled 
* xeurned to ſerve as a Member for the 
— , according to the Tenor and | 
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ä 
euning of an AG paſſed in the 9th Tear of ker 
| late Majeſty Queen Anne, Intituled, (An Act 
| for ſecuring the Freedoms of Parliaments, by 
the further qualifying the Members to fi: in 
the Houſe of Commons) and that my ſaid 
Landi, Tenements, & Hereditaments, are hing, 
© and being within the Pariſhes, Townſhips, ani 
Places mentioned in the Particular by me ien in 
' to the Clerk of the Houſe of Commons: And in 
* Cafe ſuch Perſon is returned to ſerve tor any 
* City, Borrow, or Cinque-Port, than the {:id 
* Oath ſhall relate duly to the Value of 300 l. 
| fer Annum,and be taken to the ſeme Effect (mu- 
atis mutandis) as is hereby preſcribed for the 
Oath of the Perſon, to ſerve as a Member of 
* ſuch as aforeſaid ; Which Oath mall 
de ſolemnly and publickly made between the 
Hours of Nine in the Morning, and Four in the 
* afrernoon, by every ſuch Member of the Houſe 
* of Commons, at the Table, in the middle of 
* the ſaid Houſe, and while a full Houſe of Cem 
* moas is there duly fitting, *with their Speaker 
ja his Chair. X 
And whereas, contrary to the true Meaning 
* of the Laws now in being, for regulating the 
* Electors of Parliament, to ſerve in Parliament 
* for the Shires and Stewarties of that part of 
* Great Rritain called Scotland, ſome of the Free- 
* holders and Electors have ſometimes preſc- 


III 


* med to ſeparate themſelves from the general 
* Meeting of the Free-holders and Electors, 
* and have, to make diſputed Elections, ele- 
* cted ſeparately a Member to ferve in Parlia- 


ment, and certified fuch Election to the Sheriff, 


or other Returning Officer; 


waich Practices 
K 2 6 


are 
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* are of dangerous Conſ.quence : For the 
* venting the like for the future, Be it 
* and enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, Thy 
* all ſuch Separations and Certifications are, 

* ſhall be taken and deemed to be illegal, and 
© utterly null and void, And that no Prefes of 
* Clerk, or other Perſon whatſoever, ſhall pre 
* ſame to return any Perſon to the Sheriff or ge. 
* turning Officer ( other than, and except the 
* Preſes and Clerks choſen in the Place where the 
Sheriffs Court, or Stewards Court is 
© held by the Majority of the Free-holders an 
* Electors, enrolled, and upon Pain to OY | 


© in the Caſe of a falſe Return.) = 
And be it forther enacted by the Avthoriq 

* aforeſaid, That any Sheriff, or other Retum- 
ing Officer, who ſhall take up him to mule 
© a Return of any other Perſon but who is cn 
© tified to him by the Clerk and Preſes of th 
* ſaid Meeting, to have been elected by the 
© Majority of the Free-holders enrolled, fl 
© be liable to forfeit and pay 1coo I Sterling, 
© over and above the Penalties by Law, Eu. 
© Jed upon Returning Officers for making fall 
© Returns, And be it further enacted by tht 
« Authority aforeſaid, that all pecuniary Fen- 
© ties inflicted by this AQ, ſhall be to the is 
former or Proſecutor, who ſhall proſecute ia 
© Offender or Offenders, to Conviction, with 
full Coſts, where ſuch Penalties hall not e- 
© ceed the Sum of 100 l. And of all other Fe 
* nalties hereby inflicted, Two Thirds ſhall be 
* co ſuch Informer or Proſecutor, with fall 
* Coſts, and the other Third to the Poor of tt 
* Pariſh, or Place. where the Offence ſhall be 
committed; and the faid Penzlics ſhall be 
| | 1 
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© recovered by Adion ot Debt, Bil, Plaint, or 
© Information, in any ot his Majefty's Courts of 
© of Record at Weſtminftcr, or betore the Lords ol 
the Seſſion in *cotland teſpectively. And in 
none of the Caſes atore ſaid, hall any Eſſaign, 
© Privilege of Parliament, or other Privilege, 
protection, or Wager of Law be granted, or . 
© allowed, nor any more than one Imparlance, 
provided always that every Information, Acli- 
or Proſecut ion, grounded upon this AR, ſhall 
de commenced within the ſpace of one Year, 
* next after the Cauſe of Action ſhall ariſe, or 


the Offence be committed, and not - 
* Warcs. 4 
part of this Bill was drawn up upon 


The firſt 


Occifion of a pretended Eledtion for the Bo- 
tough of M bead, (on a Vacancy there) in fa- 
wur of Mr, Rich.rd Lans; who took the Writ 
from the Perſon order'd to convey it to the Re- 
turning Officer, and kept it in his Pocket till the 
very Day of Eledion, and yet he 'd unpu- 
nh d, though the Meſſenger directed to carry 
the Writ was taken into Cuſtody of the Sergeant 
at Arms: The other Parts of this Bill are home 
againſt Bribery, falſe Returns, and the Influ- 
ence of 'the and to the utmoſt ſtrict, 
u to the Eſtates and Qualifications of Members 
& Parliament. Upon the whole, this Bill was 
iouſly defign'd; and I hope to ſee the Time 
though it may nat be very ſoon) when twill 
de enacted into a Law. | 

Thus I have gone threugh my Narrative, or 
flifiory, of the Septennial Farliament, the ficſt 


af its Kind in Great Britain; whereby I have 
demonſtrated how truly they have diſtinguiſh'd 
mſelves in the making many excellent Laws, 


* 
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and rejecting of others ; in their ſtrict Attack 
ment to our antient Conſtitution, and not alte 
ring the ſame above once in a Seſſion ; guard. 
ing the Rights, Liberties, and Properties ofthe 
Subject, like true Watchmen upon all Emer 
gencies; in relieving thoſe Perions for whom 


have vaſtly exceededed all that 
before them. 


RO 
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FINIS. 
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